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Handout & Questions

Handout in PDF 
format is available 
in Handouts tab.

3

Type questions in 
Questions box.

New GoToWebinar Experience Coming

 Our May 2026 Club 
Webinar will use new 
GoToWebinar application.

 Desktop app looks similar 
to this.

 Mobile app will be 
different.
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WHAT’S NEW IN MYICLUB
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View Member SSGs in myICLUB

 SSGs for stocks linked to BetterInvesting SSGPlus can now be 
viewed in myICLUB Portfolio Summary Report & 
Watchlist.

 SSGs are displayed as PDF files as of member’s last price & data 
update.

 SSGs are only as current as member’s last update!
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Portfolio Summary Report
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• Click SSG link to 
download PDF.

• Depending on 
browser setup, may 
download to 
Downloads folder 
OR may display in 
browser.

Portfolio Summary Report
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• Click SSG link to 
download PDF.

• Depending on 
browser setup, may 
download to 
Downloads folder 
OR may display in 
browser.
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Watch List
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• From Fundamentals 
view, click Date in 
SSG Link column to 
download SSG in 
PDF format.

MEASURING GAINS & RETURNS IN YOUR 
INVESTMENT CLUB
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Portfolio Gains and Losses

 myICLUB has number of reports intended to help clubs 
monitor performance of portfolios.

 Measuring & evaluating portfolio performance requires 2 things:

1. Understanding of various return calculations, how they are done 
& what they mean.

2. Deciding on appropriate comparison (“benchmark”) for 
portfolio evaluation. 
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Performance & Gain/Loss Reports in myICLUB

 Valuation Statement: Shows % gain/loss & compound annual return 
(CAR) of each security & overall portfolio.

 Club Gain/Loss Graph: Shows cost basis of club’s entire portfolio & 
market value over time.

 Security Performance Graph: Shows graph of security’s cost basis & 
market value over time.

 Realized Gains/Losses Report: Shows details of gains & losses from sale 
of securities that occurred in selected period.

 Portfolio Gain/Loss Report: Shows simple percentage & dollar amount 
of gains/losses of current holdings.
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Valuation Statement
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• Shows % gain/loss & 
compound annual 
return (CAR) of each 
security & overall 
portfolio (if enabled).

Club Gain/Loss Graph
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• Shows cost basis of 
club’s entire portfolio & 
market value over time.

• Shows dollar amount of 
gain/loss of club, but not 
rate of return.
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Security Performance Graph

15

• Shows graph of 
security’s cost basis & 
market value over 
time.

• Shows dollar amount 
of gain/loss of security, 
but not rate of return.

Realized Gains/Losses Report
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• Shows details 
of generated 
gains & losses 
by security for 
set period 
(such as 
calendar year).

• Can subtotal by 
security.
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Portfolio Gain/Loss Report
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• Shows simple percentage & 
dollar amount of 
gains/losses of current 
holdings.

• Can set date of prices used.
• Can group by security tax 

lots.

Understanding “Simple Return”

 Actual percentage change of any single investment’s or total 
portfolio’s value in any selected period.
 Could be for a month, a year, a decade, or any other period.

 Since no time value is used in calculation, doesn’t actually tell 
you much about how security or portfolio has 
performed.
 Stock up 50% in price could be great rate of return (if it was in a 

month) or terrible rate of return (if it was for a decade).
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A Better Method: “Total Return”

 Actual rate of return of investment over time including price 
appreciation & (usually) dividends.

 Displayed as percentage.

 Total returns are generally presented on average annual 
compounded rate.

 Note: SSG uses “Projected Total Return” in different context.

19

Understanding “Compound Annual Return”

 CAR is very complex to calculate.

 Similar to compounded interest rate paid on mortgage or 
earned in savings account.

 Uses “Internal Rate of Return” to take into account:
 Points in time in which investment was bought and/or sold.

 Amount of money invested or removed in each transaction.

 Generally presented on annualized basis.
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Compound Annual Return Example
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Compare this annualized rate to simple return of 70.6%.

 From myICLUB Club Valuation Statement:

Problems with Compound Annualized Rates

 Rates are calculated based on one-year periods – even if one year 
of history is not available.

 CAR on above is 56.5% simple gain for 1/16/2026-3/31/2026, 
annualized to 812.6%.

 Results not as relevant for any short period or for large price 
movements in short periods.
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Displaying Compound Annual Return
 In myICLUB.com, can choose to include CAR in Valuation Statement & 

Member Status Report.

 New clubs should not include CAR for first few years of operations.
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LOOKING AT INDIVIDUAL MEMBER 
PERFORMANCE

24
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Individual Member Performance

 myICLUB can display CAR on Member Status Report for each 
member.

 Uses all member deposits, fees, allocated income, withdrawals.

 For most clubs, at least 12 cash flows per member per year!

 Two members can have similar total amounts invested BUT 
different cash values, units owned, & CAR.
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Member Status Report
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• Shows %
compound annual 
return (CAR) of 
each member (if 
enabled).
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Member Gain/Loss Graph
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• Shows cost basis of 
member’s cost basis & 
value over time.

• Shows dollar amount of 
gain/loss of member, but 
not their personal rate 
of return.

HOW TO TELL IF PERFORMANCE IS 
“GOOD?”
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Understanding “Benchmarking”
 Benchmarking: Compare results to representative index, portfolio, security.
 S&P 500 Index or Wilshire 5000 Total Market Index.

 For ease of use, use ETF or Index Fund that tracks.

 Advanced: Separately benchmark portions of holdings to relevant indexes:
 Small stocks to S&P SmallCap 600 Index.

 Foreign stocks to MS EAFE Index.

 Best not to compare to simple return without similar cash flows.
 In other words, it’s not valid to look at simple return of market index for date & compare 

to club’s simple return if there any member investments, stock sales or buys, or income or 
expenses were recorded in same period.
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myICLUB Club Performance Report

 Compares overall club CAR performance:

 To CAR of various pre-selected indexes or to custom index.

 For YTD, Lifetime, & past 1, 3, 5, & 10 years.

 Considers each cash flow in & out of club as purchase/sale of 
underlying index.

30
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Benchmark Indexes Available

Recently updated list to the following:

 S&P 500 (VFIAX)

 S&P 500 Equal Weight (RSP)

 S&P SmallCap 600 (IJR)

 Russell 2000 (IWM)

 Dow Jones Industrial Avg (DIA)

 Nasdaq QQQ (QQQ)

 Vanguard Divd Appreciation (VIG)

 S&P 500 Divd Aristocrats (NOBL)

 Nasdaq Composite (FNCMX)

 US Total Stock Market (VTSMX)

 World MSCI EAFE Developed (EFA)

 World MSCI Emerging Markets (EEM)

 World MSCI All Country (ACWI)

 US 20+ Year Treasury Bonds (TLT)

 US Aggregate Bonds (AGG)

 US High-Yield Corp Bonds (HYG)

31

Club Performance & Benchmark Report

32

• Shows compound annual 
return (CAR) of 
portfolio for various 
periods & compared to 
selected benchmarks.

• Benchmark data may not 
be available for periods 
beyond 10 years.
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Interpreting Benchmark Report

 Longer-term results are more meaningful.

 Expenses for newer clubs/investors can drag down results 
significantly.

 More conservative/risk-averse clubs/investors may be satisfied 
with underperforming indexes.

 Investment club’s “education premium” may also justify lower 
performance.
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HOW OFTEN SHOULD CLUBS & 
INVESTORS REVIEW PERFORMANCE?

34
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What’s Your Club’s Performance Target?
 Over long-term, S&P 500 has grown around 10%-12% per year.
 BetterInvesting’s target 15% return is meant to deliver better 

performance than market.
 Matching or exceeding market return is very respectable 

performance.
 Club may choose any return target.
 May seek lower volatility & thus accept not beating market.
 Targets should be explicit, not lackadaisical.
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Long-Term Performance Notes

 New clubs should ignore performance evaluation for first 1-3 years 
(if they are focused on long-term).

 With long-term approach, clubs don’t need to examine CAR every 
month.

 After startup period, suggest reviewing annually, usually at year-end.

 Longer-term results are more useful in judging how club is doing.

36
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If Results Don’t Exceed Market
 Don’t sweat it, especially if:
 Your objectives may be to seek lower risk & thus willing to accept lower return.

 Your club still has educational value.

 Consider causes of underperformance:
 Too many expenses.

 Bias towards large- & mega-cap stocks.

 Under-representation of small- & mid-cap stocks.

 Too many stocks (more than 20 or 2 per member).

 Fear of selling/holding both winners & losers too long.

37

QUESTIONS?

38
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Thank You!

MYICLUB.COM

WWW.MYICLUB.COM


